PhD studentship in Participatory Experimentation and Learning in Silvopastoral Systems at the Tropical Agricultural Centre for Research and Higher Education (CATIE)

The Tropical Agricultural Centre for Research and Higher Education (CATIE) invites applications from top-quality candidates for a PhD studentship in Participatory Experimentation and Learning in Silvopastoral Systems.

The successful applicant will carry out research on participatory group learning and experimentation methods to strengthen farmers skills to rehabilitate and prevent further pasture degradation, through the implementation of silvopastoral systems, as one of the means to diversify and improve the productivity of livestock systems in degraded pasture lands. He/she will work in one or more of the three pilot areas the CATIE/NORUEGA-PD project has in Petén (Guatemala), Muy Muy (Nicaragua) and Olanchito (Honduras). 

The project is expected to produce high-quality scientific publications, as well as to provide key scientific support to the participatory development of options for the use of degraded pastures.  

The scholarship is for three years, and is part of a project funded by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It  includes all tuition costs, research costs, living expenses and necessary international travel.  Candidates must have a M.Sc. degree from a recognized institution in Agroforestry, Animal Science, Adult Education or any other related field.  They must be citizens of any Latin American or Caribbean country; however preference will be given to candidates from CATIE Member Countries.  They should apply for entry to one of CATIE´s two joint PhD programmes: that with the University of Idaho, or that with the University of Wales - Bangor.  The official language of CATIE´s PhD programme is English, but for the nature of the research work candidates has to be proficient in Spanish as well.

Enquiries: 

· Scientific and academic aspects of the studentship: Dr Danilo Pezo, Regional Coordinator, Multi-stakeholder Participatory Development of Sustainable Land Use Alternatives for Degraded Pastures Lands in Central America Project (CATIE/NORUEGA-PD). E-mail: dpezo@catie.ac.cr
· The admission process: The Graduate School, CATIE, P.O. Box 7170, Turrialba, Costa Rica.  Fax (506) 5560914, Tel. (506) 556 1016.  E-mail: posgrado@catie.ac.cr.

Applications must be submitted before 4 November 2005.

